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Land-Based Operations Discharging to Fish-Bearing Waters 

Annual Report under the Aquaculture Activities Regulations for Land-Based 
Operations (including Hatcheries) Discharging to Fish-Bearing Waters 

The information you provide on this form is collected under the authority of the Aquaculture Activities 

Regulations section (16), enacted under the Fisheries Act, for the primary purpose of assessing compliance.  

Any personal information (as defined in s.3 of the Privacy Act) you provide will not be disclosed outside of 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO). You have the right to the correction of, access to, and protection of, any 

personal information collected on this form under the Privacy Act and to file a complaint with the Privacy 

Commissioner of Canada over DFO’s handling of your information. Personal information collected on this form 

is described in the Aquaculture Licencing Personal Information Bank DFO PPU 130 and can be accessed and 

assessed for accuracy. For more information visit http://www.infosource.gc.ca.   

Instructions: 

All holders of provincial or federal aquaculture licences are required to submit an annual report providing 

information on the operations of the aquaculture facility during the calendar year, if those operations have 

the potential to deposit deleterious substances into fish-bearing waters or to cause serious harm to fish that 

are part of or support a commercial, recreational or Aboriginal fishery.   

The AAR do not apply to fish culture in small lakes, ponds, or dugouts that have no inlet or outlet. 

The AAR do apply to small lakes, ponds or dugouts and hatcheries that have an inlet and/or outlet; the 

potential to release drugs, pesticides or BOD matter into fish-bearing waters;  or an inlet or outlet where 

serious harm to fish may occur (e.g. entrainment mortality).  

The completed report is to be submitted to your Regional Aquaculture Management Office on or before April 

1 of the year following the year that is the subject of the report.  

If at any point during the completion of this document you require extra space for text, please attach 

additional pages and mark them with the appropriate section number.  

Use of this template is not mandatory; however, this template supports meeting the requirements of the 
Aquaculture Activities Regulations. 

http://www.laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2015-177/index.html
http://www.laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2015-177/index.html
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-14/
http://www.infosource.gc.ca/
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/management-gestion/aar-raa-gd-eng.htm#annex3
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Section I: Aquaculture Facility Information 

Reporting Period Year (YYYY):  ______________________ Date Filed:  _____________________________ 

Province: _______________________________________ 

DFO Region: ______________________________________ 

Licence Holder Name(s) (exactly as specified on licence): 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Facility Reference Number (if known):  _______________________________________________________ 

Provincial or Federal Licence Number (if applicable): _____________________________________________ 

Provincial or Federal Lease Number (if applicable): 

______________________________________________ 

☐ Sole proprietorship

☐ Corporation

☐ Partnership

☐ Other / specify ________________________________________________________________

Site Location (provide Latitude/Longitude or UTM coordinates) 

Latitude/Longitude (Degrees, Minutes Decimal): 

Latitude: Degrees _________ Minutes _________ 

Longitude: Degrees _________ Minutes _________ 

UTM (metres): 

Northing _____________ metres Easting _____________metres UTM Zone _____________ 

Contact Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number (999-999-9999): _________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

(Do not fill the remainder of Section I if facility is regulated by the Pacific Aquaculture Regulations)

Is your operation a:
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Licensed Species for Cultivation and Licensed Production Volume Limit(s) 

(If applicable and as specified on the Licence) 

Notes: 

1. Enter all licensed species for cultivation in Table 1

2. If licensed production volume limits are per species, enter this information in Table 1

3. If licensed production volume limit is per facility, enter this information in Table 2.

Table 1 – Licensed Species and Production Volume Limits 

Species 
Maximum 
Number of 

Fish 

Maximum 
Biomass 
(tonnes) 

Feed Quota 
(tonnes) 

Table 2 – Facility Production Volume Limit 

Note:  Only record facility production volume limit if specified on the licence. Do not enter a sum of species 

limits from Table 1. 

Maximum Number of Fish Maximum Biomass (tonnes) Feed Quota (tonnes) 
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Section II: Regulatory Reporting Requirements 

1. Practices to minimize accidental release of drugs into waters – storage and handling. [AAR s.5(b)]

☐ 1.1 – Not applicable – no drugs were deposited.

Provide an attestation to one or more of the following (check all that apply):

☐ 1.2 – medicated feeds or other drug products are stored in containment structures to avoid accidental

spills;

Otherwise, provide a brief description of measures taken to minimize accidental deposit of drugs, if not 

listed above. This information may be extracted from Standard Operating Procedures, Best Management 

Practices, provincial/territorial regulations, or other relevant documentation. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  If this information is required by provincial or territorial regulations, attach the report. However, if 

the information does not conform to the requirements of the AAR, the owner or operator is required to 

provide the information as described in this section. 

☐ Report attached.
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  If this information is required by provincial or territorial regulations, attach the report. However, if 

the information does not conform to the requirements of the AAR, the owner or operator is required to 

provide the information as described in this section. 

☐ Report attached.

2. Practices to control pathogens and/or pests – assessment of alternatives to the use of drugs

and pest control products on record. [AAR s.5.(c) and 6.(c)]

☐ 2.1 – Not applicable – no drugs or pest control products were deposited.

Provide an attestation to one or more of the following (check all that apply):

☐ 2.2 – there are no cost-effective commercially available containment technologies to avoid deposits of

the therapeutant into fish-bearing waters;

☐ 2.3 – there are no cost-effective commercially available non-chemical biological treatment technologies

in Canada that may be used;

☐ 2.4 – there are no cost-effective commercially available treatment technologies in Canada to render the

therapeutant non-toxic to fish;

☐ 2.5 – the use of the therapeutant is the most suitable and effective means of treating fish pests or

pathogens for proper fish health management.

Otherwise, provide a brief description of other measures taken, if not listed above.
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3. Mitigation measures  for the prescribed deleterious substances:

3.1 Measures taken to minimize detriment to fish and fish habitat from the deposit of drugs and
pest control products, as applicable. [AAR s.7]

☐ Report attached.

☐ 3.1.1 – Not applicable – no drugs or pest control products were deposited. Provide an attestation to one or

more of the following (check all that apply):

☐ 3.1.2 – mechanical or biological pest controls are used;
☐ 3.1.3 – pesticide label instructions related to optimum concentrations, delivery, spill avoidance, and re- 

infection prevention are followed;
☐ 3.1.4 – pesticides are handled by a certified user;
☐ 3.1.5 – appropriate procedures are used for storage, disposal, and equipment cleaning to avoid excess

deposit of pesticides;
☐ 3.1.6 – drug and pesticide application is timed to minimize exposure to non-target organisms (e.g., wild

fish);
☐ 3.1.7 – vaccines are used to minimize use of antibiotics and pest control products;
☐ 3.1.8 – handling procedures and adequate stocking densities are used to minimize stress and risks of injury

to fish related to crowding, removal from water, and other activities to minimize necessity for drug and
pesticide use and deposit;

☐ 3.1.9 – nutritional supplements and feed products are used to maintain optimum fish heath to reduce the
use of drugs and pest control products;

☐ 3.1.10 – procedures are used to minimize the exposure of infected fish to others on-site or at nearby sites
by implementing appropriate isolation and containment measures.

☐ 3.1.11 – staff and equipment disinfection procedures are used, employing effective and environmentally
friendly products for all gear, personnel, equipment, and working platforms when moving between
facilities and between containment structures (e.g., cages, tanks );

☐ 3.1.12 – procedures are used to limit the movement of personnel, contractors, suppliers, and visitors to
and between facilities when there is suspicion of, or an actual, infectious disease outbreak;

☐ 3.1.13 – procedures are used to limit the sharing of equipment or gear (e.g., equipment/vehicles, floating
structures, nets, containers) between active sites;

Otherwise, provide a brief description of other measures taken, if not listed above.__________

Note:  If this information is required by provincial or territorial regulations, attach the report. However, 

if the information does not conform to the requirements of the AAR, the owner or operator is required 

to provide the information as described in this section. 
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3.2 Measures taken to minimize detriment from the deposit of feces, unconsumed feed and other

biochemical oxygen demanding (BOD) matter, as applicable. [AAR s.7] 

☐ 3.2.1 – Not applicable – facility with standing biomass less than 2.5 tonnes or annual production of less

than 5 tonnes.

Provide an attestation to one or more of the following (check all that apply):

☐ 3.2.2 – procedures are in place with respect to feeding methods, feed selection and/or equipment,

designed to minimize waste feed and to optimize feed conversion rates without compromising fish health

including:

☐ 3.2.2 (i) – use of underwater cameras or hand feeding to observe when feeding by fish has

slowed or stopped;

☐ 3.2.2 (ii) – use of optimal food to reduce amount given to lower (better) feed conversion rates

and reduce rate and volume of released organic matter;

☐ 3.2.2 (iii) – feed stored in appropriate containment structures to prevent spillage.

☐ 3.2.3 - provincially required or operator-initiated sediment and/or water-quality monitoring programs.

Otherwise, provide a brief description of other measures taken, if not listed above.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Note:  If this information is required by provincial or territorial regulations, attach the report. However, if 

the information does not conform to the requirements of the AAR, the owner or operator is required to 

provide the information as described in this section. 

☐ Report attached.
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4. Measures taken to minimize serious harm to fish that are part of or support commercial, recreational

and Aboriginal fisheries. [AAR s. 15]

Provide an attestation to one or more of the following (as applicable) related to the installation of the

intake end of pipe fish screens to protect fish where water is extracted from fish-bearing waters:

☐ 4.1 – screens are located in areas and depths of water with low concentrations of fish throughout the

year;

☐ 4.2 – screens are located away from natural or artificial structures that may attract fish that are

migrating, spawning, or in rearing habitat;

☐ 4.3 – screens are located at sufficient height above the bottom of the watercourse to prevent

entrainment of sediment and aquatic organisms associated with the bottom area;

☐ 4.4 – regular maintenance and repair of screens is carried out to prevent debris-fouling and entrainment
of fish;

☐ 4.5 – one or more of the measures mentioned above were considered during siting of the operation.

Otherwise, provide a brief description of other measures taken, if not listed above.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_

Note:  If this information is required by provincial or territorial regulations, attach the report. However, if 

the information does not conform to the requirements of the AAR, the owner or operator is required to 

provide the information as described in this section. 

☐ Report attached.
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5. Product(s) deposited during the reporting period. [AAR s.16]

☐ 5.1 – Not applicable – no drugs or pest control products were
deposited.

Complete and attach Drug and Pesticide Deposit Data Template to include all products deposited during the 

reporting period according to requirements in AAR s.16.  

Provide an attestation to one or more of the following (check all that apply): 

☐ 5.2 – the prescription drugs were administered under the supervision of a person who is authorized to

practise veterinary medicine; and

☐ 5.3 – the pest control products were used in accordance with the label conditions.

Note:  If this information is required by provincial or territorial regulations, attach the report. However, if

the information does not conform to the requirements of the Regulations, the owner or operator is

required to provide the information as described in this section.

☐ Report attached.
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